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also with the Metowala of the Jebel Amr and the Belad
Bishara (using Sid Nasir's name), and re-assure the Maronites
of the area on the nature of the Sherifs administration in the
future.
4.     Get in touch with the Ghawarineh of Lake Huleh and Merj
Ayum.
5.     Send Zeki Effendi to Leja, to examine the roads and water
supply.
6.     Send me an estimate of the needs of the Druses in warlike
stores.
7.     Discuss with Nuri the elimination of the Circassian colonies
of the Nugra and Kuneitra,
8.     Approach some of the chief Baalbek Metowila and find out
what they are prepared to do.
9.     Prepare the villagers of J. El Sheikh, J. El Shergi, and J.
Kalamun.
10.   Get on speedy terms with the Bishr,
[I have also included the much more detailed and picturesque
accounts of the battle of Fuweilah and the occupation of Akaba
printed in The Arab Bulletin^ No. 59. All these extracts from
The Arab Bulletin have a particular value owing to their being
written within a very short time of the events they record.]
98 :   THE OCCUPATION OF AKABA
[Arab Bulletin No. $9]
By Monday, June 18, we had enrolled 535 Toweiha (of whom
twenty-five were horsemen), about 150 Rualla (under Benaiah
ibn Dughmi, Durzi's brother) and Sherarat (under Geraitan el-
Azmi), and thirty-five Kawachiba, under Dhami. Of these we
chose nearly 200, and left them as guards for the tribal tents in
Wadi Sirhan. With the rest we marched out of Kaf in the
afternoon, and on June 20 entered Bair, after an easy but water-
less march over the Suwan. At Bair we found one well filled in,
two seriously damaged, and a fourth unhurt: the Turks had
come there a little time before with Hamd el-Arar, and tried to
blow them in with gelignite. They used an electric exploder